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BHOPAL: A week after light punishment o six aceused in Bhopal gas tragedy provoked nationwide outrage, an NGO dropped another bombshell
on Wednesday saying the victims of the world's worst industrial disaster were used as guinea pigs in drug trials at a hospital set up for them.
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Bhopal Gas Peedith Mahila Udyog Sangathan (BGPMUS) claimed it had doecuments te prove that the trials were conducted without the patients'
knowledge and some of them may have even died during the tests at Bhopal Memorial Hospital and Research Centre, which works under the
Supreme Court's supervision.

The hospital director, Dr K X Mauder, washed his hands off the controversy, saying he had issued a circular ordering an end to the trials in August
2008. "The hospital hadn't issued orders for the trials, but individual faculty members get such assignments from pharmaceutical companies," he b
said, and claimed that proper protocol was followed. "The patients who underwent the trials had signed consent forms." Dr Mauder said
pharmaceutieal companies provide funds for such trials

BCPMUS convener, Abdul Jabbar, debunked the director's claim and alleged that the patients were duped into signing the consent papers. "Most
vietims couldn't read English and were asked to sign papers in the language,” he said. "A copy of the consent statement should have been given to
the patients, but that wasn't done. Vietims were used as guinea pigs." Jabbar said the hospital was forced to issue the cireular after similar trials
allegedly killed 49 children at New Delhi's All India Institute of Medical Sciences in July 2008.

Ramodar Shrivastava, a victim, said a nurse asked him to sign the consent paper with explaining why he was doing so. "The nurse told me 'vahan
dastakhat karo (sign here)'. After that, they gave me a faw bottles of red-coloured capsules which I had to take twice daily. I was asked to return
the empty bottles after I finish the dose,” said Ramodar. "I had no clue that they were experimenting on me."
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Activists have traced 160 patients and medicines used for the trials. The medicines tested included Fonda Parinox (for blood clog removal in the
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